
																					 													 	 																																						 	
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION  
Welcome to Art 1!  This class is an exploratory course that fulfills UC and Cal State requirements and is 
designed to offer a well-rounded background in art.  Students will learn a wide array of art techniques, 
become acquainted with various art movements, and develop their creative thinking skills.  Our class is mainly 
project based, with some homework, written assignments, quizzes, and presentations.  Class critiques and 
self-evaluations will occur often. 	
 
GRADING 

Projects                        70% 
Participation                  30% 
 

All projects and class participation will be graded on a point system.  Students will be expected to turn in 
projects on a given due date.  Due dates for each project will be posted in the classroom, and there will be 
ample time for students to complete their work.  Points will be deducted for late work, uncooperative 
behavior, and lack of effort.  To achieve the maximum number of points students will: 

 
- Be on task every day 
- Strive for original ideas and be willing to take risks 
- Demonstrate refined craftsmanship by following directions and working carefully 
- Put forth his/her best effort, show progress and improvement  
- ALWAYS BE WILLING TO HELP CLEAN MATERIALS AND THE ROOM 

PARTICIPATION 
Each student is given 2 points per day for participation.  If they choose to not work or clean up, points will be 
lost.  Every student is accountable for his or her workspace, as well as whatever workstation in the room was 
used that day, for example the painting area and sinks.  
 
Participation also includes the student’s attitude: being cooperative, willing to work, and volunteering to help 
the teacher and fellow students.  I want you to want to help out!  
 
Proper technology usage, meaning students are not on any electronic devices while the teacher is talking or 
when otherwise stated, is also an important component to class participation.  If a student uses their phone 
inappropriately (meaning playing games, not listening to the teacher, etc.) and has already received a 
warning, the phone will be confiscated for the rest of the period, and the student’s participation for the day 
will be lost.  Be respectful!  I’m giving my best, and I expect you to as well.  
 
CANVAS AND CLASS WEBSITE 
It is required that every student has access to Canvas and regularly checks.  I encourage parents to do so as 
well.  If you are absent from class, check Canvas!  There is no excuse to not know what you have missed while 



you are out.  Please note that I do not post grades on Canvas.  I use it to post assignments with sample 
images, due dates, and occasionally you will be required to submit an assignment to me through Canvas. 
In addition to Canvas, students, parents, and any one else interested may also check www.msdixonart.com to 
see additional listings of projects, examples, and other resources.  I encourage you to visit. 
 
HOMEWORK  
Homework will typically be “Creative Challenges”, CCs for short.  CCs are usually completed in the students’ 
sketchbooks and are designed to exercise the imagination, refine artistic skill, and reinforce ideas and 
techniques learned in class.   
 
CCs will be assigned on a weekly basis as homework and are meant to be completed outside class, UNLESS a 
student finishes a project early, then the CC should be worked on before doing anything else.  CCs are 
assigned every Monday and due the following Friday.  If you are not able to complete your assignment by 
Friday, THE LATEST I will accept your CC is the following Monday.  Otherwise, no credit will be awarded.  At 
least 30 minutes should be spent on each CC.  Be prepared to share your work with the class.  
 
ONLINE PORTFOLIOS= WEEBLY 
Every student will create an online portfolio using Weebly, or comparative site if you have a preference.  
Doing this will not cost any money and is incredibly simple and easy to do.  Your Weebly will be something 
you are building and adding to from the start of this class up until the very end.  Essentially, it will be your 
own personal website which you will update with images of your artwork.  
 
For now, BE AWARE:  
 

1) You cannot blow off the Weebly and expect to pass the class.  Weebly submissions are worth more 
than any other project or assignment. 

2) You need to be working on this as we go.  It is not something you can put off until the night 
before.  

3) I DO NOT ACCEPT LATE WEEBLY SUBMISSIONS, whatsoever, no exceptions.  The power going 
out, having a basketball game the night before, or simply forgetting is not an excuse.  You have 
the whole school year to be building this.  Signing this syllabus acknowledges that you understand 
I will not accept any late submissions.  

 
ART SHOW 
Students will be required to submit at least one piece of work into an art show during the school year.  Costa 
has regular shows in our art gallery (yes, we have one), which often have themes and are open for 
participation.  In addition, we have a school-wide art show at the MB Creative Arts Center during the spring 
that students can submit work into.  I highly recommend doing this one, as it is a lot of fun to go visit the 
opening reception with your friends and family. 
 
SUGGESTED MATERIALS 

- 8.5” x 11”, or similar size, sketchbook (no graph or lined paper).  Target, Michaels, Aaron Brothers, 
and Joann’s are all stores I recommend.  Go online for coupons! 

- A thin, 3 ring binder or folder (I give a lot of handouts and want them contained in one, organized 
spot.  Binders can be stored in the classroom) 
 

*If you are unable to purchase either of these items, please come talk with me or send me an e-mail, and I will work something out. ☺ 

 



OPTIONAL MATERIALS  
- Variety of pencils (recommended b, 2b, 4b, and 6b pencils), often sold as a convenient set  
- Erasers  

PARENT SUPPORT 
Please feel free to contact me at any time with questions or concerns.  I will respond the quickest through e-
mail: adixon@mbusd.org 

 
 

(CUT along line and return to class by Friday, August 25th.  Signed syllabus is worth 10 points.) 

 

REQUESTED- WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT!!!  
We rely on your generous donations to help provide each student with a well-rounded art experience and 
make this class possible.  We request a lab donation of $50 for supplies- payable to MCHS.  We greatly 
appreciate your support of the arts and sincerely can’t do this without you.   

*No student will be denied access to materials. 
 

I have read, understand, and agree to the course description stated above. 
 

STUDENT NAME (PRINT) ________________________________               ART 1, PERIOD___________ 
 
 
STUDENT SIGNATURE __________________________________ 
 
 
PARENT SIGNATURE (PRINT) ________________________________ 
 
 
PARENT SIGNATURE ____________________________________             DATE ___________________ 


